For These Flashy Male Birds, No Modest Mate Will Do - NYTimes.com Page 1 of 3

HOME PAGE ‘ TODAY'S PAPER [ VIDEO ‘ MOST POPULAR ‘ U.S. Edition Log In | Register Now | Help

Ei'l]f J\-l'w ‘uﬂl’k (!";'imt‘s Search All NYTimes.com
-

Science o

WORLD  US. N.Y./REGION BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY = SCIENCE HEALTH SPORTS OPINION ARTS STYLE TRAVEL JOBS REAL ESTATE AUTOS

ENVIRONMENT SPACE & COSMOS

207 O F ALL PEGGY BANK
(o] CONVERSION SERVICES.

Convert photos, slides, negatives, home movies,
videotapes and audio recordings to a digital format.

OBSERVATORY

For These Flashy Males, No Modest Mate Will Do are shaning on nytmescom. | 09 1n With Facebook

Privacy Policy | What's This?
By NICHOLAS BAKALAR

Published: July 9, 2012
What's Popular Now

Everyone knows that male birds are usually the ones with pretty FACEBOOK
; Marvin Hamlisch, France’s ‘les
colors, and that dull-looking females look for flashy mates. TWITTER Composer, Dies Riches’ Vow to
at 68 Leave if 75% Tax
Enlarge This Image  BUt male blue tits, apparently, judge COOGLEr Rate Is Passed
females by their looks. And new E-MAIL
research suggests that the males are SHARE
more attentive fathers to their babies
i . PRINT
if the mother is pretty.
REPRINTS

Birds of the species, both male and
chiscasn  T€Male, have shiny blue feathers on
their heads that reflect ultraviolet

(vRY

Traveling like an

Related light. For the study, published online
Observatory: Slugs’ Tunnels Shed in the journal Erontiers in Zoology, inSider starts here
Light on Early Bilateral Animals scientists captured females while they were taking care of

(July 10, 2012) . K . :
chicks and assigned them to either an experimental group
Observatory: Coral Shows

- ; ; or a control group, smearing the crests of the first group
Resilience in Face of Hostile 3 i .
Climate (July 10, 2012) with UV-blocking chemicals to make the feathers look dull.
Then they restored the birds to their nests.

V’lCltor Travel with an insider | GO=»)

More Observatory Columns

The male birds made significantly fewer feeding excursions
; for the nestlings of females with the UV-blocking chemicals ~ TicketWatch: Theater Offers by E-Mail
EJE:J Get Science News From The on their feathers. The reason, the authors say, is that males t& Sign up for ticket offers from Broadway shows and other

RSS Feed

New York Times » . 3 i i advertisers. B
judged females with poor coloration less likely to produce e | | sign up
healthy offspring, and therefore less worthy of energy See Sample | Privacy Policy
expended taking care them — what the researchers call the differential allocation
hypothesis.
MOST E-MAILED RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

Providing food is costly, and males do not waste their effort on babies unlikely to
reproduce their genes.

“Everyone has focused on male ornaments,” said an author of the study, Matteo Griggio, a
postdoctoral researcher at the University of Veterinary Medicine in Vienna. “But in this
case, we focused on the females, and found that the males, the fathers, change their
behavior according to the females’ appearance. This is one of the first studies to do that.”

A version of this article appeared in print on July 10, 2012, on page D3 of the New York edition with the headline: For These
Flashy Males, No Modest Mate Will Do.
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