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Intercultural Tracking
Pupils do research into migration history/ies

Migration shapes our society in a variety of ways. People migrate to find new work, to seek new training,
because they want to start a family or because they are forced into it by the political and economic
situation in their own country. In Austria you need only go into the schools to know you are in an
immigration country. In culturally heterogeneous classroom communities, students of entirely different
backgrounds are learning together. Whether their parents have moved inside Austria or come from
another country, whether they were born here or only came to Austria later: in the family histories of
school-age students we can follow the tracks of a whole variety of migration histories.

The project conducted by the Democracy Centre Vienna, “Intercultural Tracking”, seeks to work with
school-age students to bring these migration histories to light. Together with their teachers and with
scholars in the field they set out on this tracking expedition. They themselves take on the role of
researchers. Six school classes from Vienna and Gmiind, with 70 students between the ages of 15 and
22, are participating in the project that started in the autumn of 2008. In this way, they can research and
narrate their own family histories but also those of their fellow students.

Tracking down biography and history

In order to learn more about the history of migration in their own families, the students turned to their
parents with a questionnaire. In interviews they asked their parents about their origins and migration,
where they felt they belonged, and how they viewed history. The students did not only conduct the
questioning but they also worked themselves on drawing up the questionnaire. All the students involved
in the project got together in a workshop which took place in January 2009 in the School Centre
Ungargasse. Here they had the chance to get to know each other, to discuss their ideas for the project
and to draw up the questionnaire. Scholars in attendance provided insights into sociological aspects and
initiated them into ways of conducting interviews. Together they developed certain questions and central
themes and rejected others. A questionnaire emerged on which all participants in the project had
worked.

Invited to the get-together-workshop were guests who talked to the students about their own migration
stories: The viola player Lena Fankhauser, the author Goran Novakovic and the editor of the Viennese
paper biber Amar Rajkovic, all reported on their own experiences of migration and their career paths.
The students enthusiastically seized the opportunity of talking to the guests and asking them questions.
“One can learn a lot and also work more actively”, said the student Harun Keles, describing how the
project enhanced normal school instruction.

The project “Intercultural Tracking” led for one thing to the conclusion that the phenomenon of migration
is omnipresent. The project researcher, Elisabeth Réhrlich commented that “only about 15% of those
questioned have had no experience of migration — if one also counts moving within Austria.”
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The predominat majority of those questioned consider the changing of their centre of living as a positive
experience. Nevertheless, a strong identification with the country of origin continues to exist. “Migration
does not mean not to feel connected to the home country or region anymore”, underlines project leader
Gertraud Diendorfer, “but also links with the new country are established and this entails multiple
identities.”

“Intercultural Tracking” did not only raise questions about migration history but also about images of
Europe and images of history. The diverse migration stories have an influence on orientations and
attitudes: These are shaped not only by individual experiences but also by stories told in the family as
well as by national narratives. Project researcher Alena Pfoser summarizes the results of the interviews
as follows: “Those questioned who were born abroad and later migrated to Austria have a broader idea
about Europe than those born in Austria.” In order to learn more about the connections between
migration, feelings of belonging and images of history, interested students were questioned on these
topics. “When | gave an interview | learned how social scientists proceed and what has to be taken into
consideration. It is time-consuming to get a precise and clear response to a question”, says Konstantin
Zierhut from HTL Ettenreichgasse.

The students are also to be involved into the further dissemination stages of the project: In the Winter
Semester 2009/2010, they will present the project and its results in a course of Professor Dr. Heinz
Fassmann, Department of Geography, at the University of Vienna.

Strengthening intercultural competences

An exhibition will place the results of the project in a wider context. Conceived as a touring exhibition it
will open up to other people the opportunity to participate in “Intercultural Tracking” and it will also be a
working tool for inclusive school instruction. Together with a teaching aid that will also be drawn up, this
allows for a wider dissemination of the topics of migration and integration in school curricula. The point
here is not only to pass on knowledge but also to increase competence in judgement and action in
intercultural togetherness. The students are participating in the conception and implementation of the
exhibition. They are collecting objects for the exhibition, developing ideas for the accompanying
program, and working on the construction of a website. The first ideas were assembled in workshops
that took place in the summer of 2009; for example, the student Clemens Frank designed a map that
showed the moves made by his family, while his fellow-students in Gmund researched and documented
the history of Turkish guest workers in a Schrems quarry. Cornelia Kogoj, General Secretary of the
Minorities Initiative, contributed practical suggestions from her own work on the exhibition
“Gastarbaijteri.”

The many-sided project “Intercultural Tracking,” enables the students to come to terms in a new way
with things that are really important to them: the migration stories in their families and those of their
fellow students. For Herbert Pichler, teacher in the Schulzentrum Ungargasse, the project is pure gain:
“l can see that it does not bypass the heads and the hearts of the students.”

Wi

Interim Report, September 2" 2009, Project Leader: Mag.a Gertraud Diendorfer, office@demokratiezentrum.org




3
STLAS

L8
i B8 .
. S ) &
4 o ’
, 9 s
& G A. 2
-

Science linking with School
School linking with Science

BMW_F

www.bmwf.gv.at Austrian Federal Ministry of
Science and Research




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


